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Dear Glenn, 

I am enclosing this report and description of the Mississippi 
Kite that I saw in Lackawanna County so that you may have it 
for your report to Pe~nsylvania Birds, 

On June 19, 1998, my wife and I were traveling east along 
Route PJ.i, at about 10 a.m. when we came to one of those 
construction zones and had to stop. No sooner had we stopped 
than I saw a bird in flight ahead of us and on the south side 
of the road. It was falcon-shaped (long, narrow, angular, 
pcinted wings and long, narrow tail), and its flight was very 
buoyant and graceful as it circled and swooped in a pattern 
that even a swallow would envy, Every few seconds I had to 
move the car up a little further in the line of traffic and thus 
got closer to the liird, The closest that we got to the bird was 
perhaps 100 feet - at least we were close enough that we could 
see the bird well even without binoculars, The long, squarish 
tail of the bird was black; the underside of the wings was dark; 
and the underparts were darkish at the belly and lighter toward 
the chest and head. Other than the black tail we saw no color -
just variants from dark to light. We only saw the underside of 
the bird and thus could not observe the upper-wing markings. 
The bird was larger than a kestrel and smalleR than a peregrine 
falcon in size. Total time of observation was probably J-4.min. 

I have seen the bird a number of times within its normal range 
and was able to identify it immediately, chiefly by its shape 
and by its distinctive flight and black tail. Inte~~tingly, 
according to an Internet report, four .Mississippi kites were seen 
at Cape May on the same day, Perhaps the bird that we saw was 
part of a movement rather than an isolated individual, 

Bill Reid 

I will be away until August 15th. You may call me after that 
at 836-2734 if you have questions. 
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